THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO

SUPPORTING
GOLF IN
MINNESOTA

Have you ever been driving along and suddenly you see a
license plate that captures your attention because it isn’t the
traditional state plate you are familiar with? You are
approaching the car and trying to guess which state it’s from
or which specialized plate it may be, meanwhile, you are two
miles past the exit you wanted to take? Yes, me too. The
silhouette of a golfer and layout of a golf course in the
background of the plate makes me think of the many
courses I’ve had the opportunity to play in my lifetime. That’s
right, we’re talking about the Minnesota Golf License Plate.
The Minnesota Golf License Plate was introduced and
available for sale starting in July 2015, with the goal of
enhancing and growing the game of golf in the State of
Minnesota. The plate was made possible by a partnership
between the Minnesota PGA Section’s Charitable arm PGA
REACH Minnesota and the Minnesota Golf Association.

By Catherine Wagner
The organizations work together to award local programs
and PGA Professionals with funding to provide instruction,
education, access to golf equipment and playing
opportunities throughout the State. Specifically, these
programs aim to support three main demographics: youth,
military, and diverse populations with an emphasis on
inclusion.

"Without the
Minnesota Golf
License Plate grant,
the scope of Kids
Golf-A-Palooza
would be greatly
narrowed and
would probably just
be in the Mankato
community.”
-Dave Torbenson, PGA,
Mankato Golf Club

Since inception, the Minnesota Golf
License Plate has experienced
incredible success. Purchasers of the
Plate contribute $30.00 per year, which
has helped grant a total of just over
$500,000 to support more than 44,000
golfers in Minnesota. Programs are
eligible to reapply for a grant each year.
OVERCOMING CHALLENGES

Dave Torbenson, PGA, recognized
challenges in the golf community when
he created Minnesota Kids Golf-APalooza. A PGA Member for over 15
years, Dave knows that golf can be an
expensive game to start for families who
are making decisions on which sports to
get their kids involved in. He created
Kids Golf-A-Palooza in 2018 and since
then, the program has put over 150 new
and used sets of junior golf clubs into
the hands of local kids.

Over the past three years 1,200-1,500
people have attended a Kids Golf-aPalooza event in the Mankato, Duluth
and Brainerd areas.
In addition to Minnesota Kids Golf-APalooza, the Minnesota
Golf License Plate Grant has
supported many programs, such as:
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GOLF IN SCHOOLS
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LOCAL FIRST TEE
CHAPTERS

3

YOUTH ON COURSE

4

VETERANS ROUNDS AT
FORT SNELLING GOLF
COURSE

BY
PURCHASING A
GOLF LICENSE
PLATE
it is our goal to provide lasting golf
memories to generations to come by
introducing them to the game early
and often, so they too, regrettably miss
an exit as they gaze down the road at
that silhouette of a golfer.
Help us make a different, purchase
your plate today by visiting:

MINNESOTA GOLF LICENSE PLATE
REACHES OVER
$520,000 IN SALES

Projected

$162,000

20,000
Projected

DPS.MN.GOV
"It was great to
introduce the game to
well over 1,400
children (including the
kids from St. Joe's
Elementary)
this past spring. Thank
you so much for the
opportunity."
-Michael Klabough, PGA,
Pokegama Golf Course
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